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Background 

The SEMS Annual Management Report (AMR) 2019 contains an action for the Solent Forum Natural 

Environment Group to review and if necessary, republish the Solent Bait collectors code. 

(http://www.solentems.org.uk/resources/pdf/BaitCollectCode.pdf).  

The Solent Bait Collectors Code was published and distributed in 2003, and sent out again in 2004.  

Over 40,000 copies were produce and 200 A4 posters were produced. 

The bait collector’s code was developed by the Solent European Marine Sites project, with support 

from English Nature, the National Federation of Sea Anglers, the Solent Area Bait Diggers 

Association, Hampshire Constabulary, Fareham Borough Council, Chichester Harbour Conservancy, 

The Crown Estate, and members of the bait collecting and angling community.  It was developed by 

a Topic Group formed for the task and was consulted amongst NEG and SEMS.   

There were proposals in 2006 to evaluate the bait collectors code, however it was not clear that this 

took place.  In 2008 the Solent Forum developed a Bait Digging Proforma and accompanying maps to 

help Relevant Authorties monitor activity in their areas.   In 2018 the Sussex IFCA produced a 

guidance note on how to monitor bait digging. 

Why SEMS has brought this as an action to NEG 

Six respondents had concerns that this activity was impacting on the SEMS sites. There is concern in 

Langstone Harbour for the Southmoor mudflats from disturbance and trampling by the regular large-

scale collection of shellfish. There are similar concerns for Weston Shore in Southampton. There are 

ongoing issues with bait digging on the River Hamble. In Chichester Harbour, anecdotal shows an 

increase in shellfish collection at low water particularly at Nutbourne marshes, and commercial bait-

digging in Chichester channel/dell quay. Commercial collection of shellfish (cockles and clams), 

happens sometimes daily by several individuals. Both the Southern and Sussex IFCA gave a 

comprehensive overview of shore-based fishing, its impacts and management measures in their 

survey return.   

The AMR provides a detailed evaluation and discussion on the issues above and the management 

measures used by Relevant Authorities.  Essentially the public have a right to dig bait as an ancillary 

part of the public right of fishery; this does not imply a right of access across private land or the 

collection of bait for commercial purposes.  The Solent Bait Collectors code is one of many tools used 

in the Solent reduce the impacts of bait digging, and SEMS wish to ensure that the 2014 Solent Bait 

Collectors Code is still relevant and suitable.   

Due to the extent and complexity of bait digging in the Solent it has been suggested by Natural 

England (NE) that a pilot is initiated in SEMS, using the Poole Harbour model (i.e. establishing a 

working group to develop a bait digging Memorandum of Agreement). This group involving  

Southern IFCA, would agree a joint approach to management of bait digging activity within SEMS. 

The agreement would operate on a voluntary basis with monitoring of success carried out by SIFCA 

and other relevant authorities where appropriate. 

http://www.solentems.org.uk/resources/pdf/BaitCollectCode.pdf
http://www.solentems.org.uk/resources/pdf/BaitCollectCode.pdf


 The Solent Bait Collectors Code document 

The document comprises a physical folded leaflet with the following components: 

• Description of the Solent, SEMS and the habitats of importance 

• Map of the Solent and designated sites 

• Introduction on the needs 

• Legal briefing 

• The code and detail on the components of the code 

 

The components of the code 

1. Observe local bylaws and regulations which affect the use of the coast, or access to permanently 

and seasonally closed areas.  

2. Collect bait sustainably. 

 3. Back-fill all holes for safety, and to maintain the intertidal habitat.  

4. Tell someone where you intend to dig.  

5. Avoid disturbing wildlife and marine heritage wherever possible.  

6. Be aware of local hazards and conditions.  

7. Treat the foreshore with respect.  

8. Replace all rocks and stones, and preserve the food chain by not digging in eel grass beds.  

9. Do not dig around moorings, slipways, and sea walls.  

10. Take all your litter home. 

 

Action required from NEG 

Agree a plan of action to review, reprint or improve the Solent Bait Collectors Code.  Agree any other 

actions such as piloting a model of the Poole Harbour Approach 


