
 
 

Natural Environment Group  
 

21st April 2021 via MS Teams 
 

MINUTES 

Attendees 

 
Please see Appendix 1. 
 

Welcome and Introduction 

 
Jess Taylor (JT) the Natural England Coastal and Marine Lead Adviser for the Solent 
introduced herself as the new Chair, she welcomed everyone to the meeting. She noted that 
COVID restrictions were slowly easing, and it may be possible for the next NEG to be in 
person so we can have free flowing discussions. She thanked Karen McHugh (KM) for pulling 
together a good Agenda. 
 
KM asked that group members send any requests for future presentations to her or any 
information for sharing. 

Actions Arising from the Last Meeting (04/11/20) 

 
KM went through the notes of the last meeting to inform on progress made with actions. 
She noted that the most substantive action for NEG arise from the SEMS management 
scheme. 
 
For the action on the bird sensitive areas map, KM had asked NEG for information to be sent 
to Natalie Hinds of Bird Aware Solent. KM will get an update on this mapping. 
 
Action: KM to get an update from Bird Aware on progress with the bird sensitive areas mapping. 

 
There was an action for the MMO to provide information on sites that they are looking at 
for non-licensable activities, ABPmer have been producing datasets and mapping for this 
work, KM had sent the link to NEG. KM had looked at the initial mapping and is keeping a 
watching brief. 
 
Alison Fowler (AF) asked about the work being piloted in Chichester Harbour on 
paddlesports and whether wider issues like trampling of fragile habitats from dragging craft 
will be covered. KM replied that all issues would be considered. A Cllr had contacted AF with 
a query from one of his constituents. She had also seen a useful post on facebook (see 
appendix 2) that talked about how paddleboarders need to be environmentally responsible.  



 

 
Link to post - 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/411152222277182/permalink/4094517053940662/ 
 
NEG have produced past guidance on paddlesports - 
www.solentems.org.uk/sems/SEMS_Activities/Recreation_Non_Motorised/Paddlesports_G
uidelines_Avoid_Bird_Disturbance.pdf. 
 
Lizzie Hibberd added that a colleague, Julie, from Bird Aware is working on how to 
communicate with watersports users and she would be happy to share this comms work. 
Bird Aware know paddle boarding is increasing and the issues this creates.  
 
Action: KM to speak to Bird Aware on the comms work being undertaken with recreational users. 
Possible future presentation. 

 
JT added that paddlesports increase is being picked up as an issue in the SEMS survey, so it 
is an important ongoing topic for NEG. 

Update on actions from SEMS and prioritisation 

 

KM presented paper 1, a summary update on actions from the SEMS Management Scheme 
and prioritisation of actions. These actions were set in Autumn 2020.  
 
Boat Repair and Maintenance 
Boat repair and maintenance, this action is keeping people updated on ongoing work and 
initiatives, it is being undertaken by Kate Ansell (KA) as part of the Forum’s news service. 
 
Shore Based Fishing 
Shore based fishing is a major action for NEG and a working group has been established – 
the Solent Mudflat Disturbance Group. A priority is the need to map out sensitive areas that 
are impacted by this activity (hand gathering and bait digging).  The Group decided that the 
University of Portsmouth’s Temith data (drone and satellite mapping of the intertidal) would 
be a good springboard for mapping intertidal mudflat disturbance. Additional funding from 
Natural England means that the University can build on data already gathered, focusing on 
hand gathering and bait collecting in Chichester Harbour. KM and JT have looked at 
identifying sensitive areas to guide and focus work, a meeting will be set up which will also 
involve the IFCAs. KM will present an update at the next NEG meeting. 
 
Action: KM to present an update on the mudflat disturbance mapping at the next meeting. 

 

Gordon Watson (GW) added that the UoP are going through contract processing and 
generating some preliminary outputs that have been shared with the Sussex IFCA; they are 
awaiting their comments. The outputs are not quite ready for sharing. Sussex IFCA have 
data on numbers of hand gatherers and amounts collected and GW is using a student to 
process and extrapolate the data. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/411152222277182/permalink/4094517053940662/
http://www.solentems.org.uk/sems/SEMS_Activities/Recreation_Non_Motorised/Paddlesports_Guidelines_Avoid_Bird_Disturbance.pdf
http://www.solentems.org.uk/sems/SEMS_Activities/Recreation_Non_Motorised/Paddlesports_Guidelines_Avoid_Bird_Disturbance.pdf


 

Walking (incl. dog Walking) 
The Bird Aware Solent five year monitoring data on recreation has been delayed for a year 
due to Covid-19. Next year NEG will report its findings. 
 
Litter 
KM noted the work on litter/littering is being undertaken by developing the Clean Solent 
Shores and Seas hub (Solent Forum - Clean Solent Shores and Seas. We also have an 
opportunity to take forward the legacy outputs for the Environment Agency’s Preventing 
Plastic Pollution project, this proposal is being discussed but is not yet confirmed. See: 
Home - Preventing Plastic Pollution. 
 
Mooring and Anchoring 
For mooring and anchoring the main action is to support the LIFE Remedies project. 
Advanced Mooring Systems (AMS) are being trialled in Yarmouth Harbour, with monitoring 
underway. JT noted that one mooring has been removed at Yarmouth, but they are looking 
at installing more and at other sites and are investigating next steps. 
 
JT noted that there are three active seagrass projects happening, so its important that they 
all coordinate, they are LIFE Remedies, WWF Ocean Seagrass and the Hants and Wight 
Wildlife Trust project funded by Boskalis.  
 
The Solent Forum will begin to collate this information under its habitat restoration pages - 
Solent Forum - Solent Seagrass Restoration. 
 
Action: All involved with seagrass restoration work to send information to the Solent Forum for 
collating and sharing. 

 

Recreational Light Aircraft 
KM reported that for recreational light aircraft (drones) we now get data from winter use 
via Bird Aware recording this information, but we have no data for summer months, how 
can we fill the gap? 
 
Richard Unsworth noted that a colleague had looked at the impacts of drones on marine 
mammals, he will send the link to KM. 
 

Louise McCallum (LM) said that the RSPB are using drones to monitor bird nesting sites in 
Langstone Harbour. She has watched to see how birds interact with drones; most birds are 
not disturbed but oyster catchers don’t like them. Elizabeth Hibberd confirmed that Bird 
Aware have noticed that oystercatchers don’t like drones. 
 
Andy Davidson added that we need to check whether it is an issue before looking at 
numbers. 
 
GW has a report on drone flying in Chichester Harbour for Natural England, looking at flights 
in summer. He will find and share. 
 

http://www.solentforum.org/services/Member_Services/css/
https://preventingplasticpollution.com/
http://www.solentforum.org/services/Member_Services/Habitat_Restoration/Solent_Seagrass_Restoration/


 

JT suggested speaking to the Lymington Keyhaven and Solent NNR Reserve Managers for 
their experiences and evidence. 
 
Action: KM to speak to Wez Smith from the RSPB about their work with drones, also speak to the 
Lymington Keyhaven and the North Solent NNR Reserves Managers about their experiences. 
 
Action: GW to share drone flying report in Chichester Harbour undertaken for Natural England. 

 
Non-Motorised Watercraft 
KM noted this is a priority area of work and she will be working with Chichester HC to look 
at the impacts of paddlesports. She can also use this work as a case study to see how we can 
link activities more closely to impacts on designated sites. 
 
JT recommended speaking to Natural England Reserves Manager at North Solent NNR for 
evidence on participation and disturbance. 
 
Action: KM to speak to Natural England Reserves Manager at North Solent NNR on their 
paddlesport experience and update the group on this action at the autumn 2021 meeting. 

Solent Forum update on NEG funded projects 

 
KM gave an update, on the projects that were offered funding last year, these have been 
delayed due to COVID-19. See paper for details: NEG_Update_Projects_202104.pdf 
(solentems.org.uk).  
 
Action: KM to present findings from these two projects at a future NEG meeting. 

NEG funded projects and budget allocation for 2021/22 

 
KM reported that the NEG project budget for 2021/22 is £1700. One submission had been 
made for £2k funding.  She added that we can dip into the reserve if we need too. The 
Group were asked to comment previously on the proposal via email. The Group were 
supportive and agreed the funding, useful comments had also been received that KM will 
report back to the bidder.  
 
Action:  Confirm new funded project: Tackling the microplastic pollution – testing a new 
biocomposite material as artificial filtration device, in Chichester Harbour. 

  

http://www.solentems.org.uk/natural_environment_group/NEG_Meetings/NEG_Update_Projects_202104.pdf
http://www.solentems.org.uk/natural_environment_group/NEG_Meetings/NEG_Update_Projects_202104.pdf


 

Seagrass Ocean Rescue Project 

 
Dr Richard Unsworth (RU) from Swansea University gave a presentation on the Seagrass 
Ocean Rescue Project – Project Seagrass.   When received the presentation will be put on 
the NEG website. 
 
Questions/Comments 
Jackie Mellan (JM) said she is encouraging flood risk colleagues at the Environment Agency 
to fund Nature Based Solutions and if the project team let her have their data requirements, 
she may be able to help or get some funding. RU said that water quality data would be 
useful. JM noted that the Agency can add data requirements to existing survey work if they 
know in advance. 
 
KM is pleased that WWF have joined the Solent Forum and added a request to please use us 
to link and publicise work via our news service and website. 
 
Andrew Davidson noted that HCC have been doing some survey work on the Basingstoke 
Canal on water clarity, the water was much clearer than before due to lack of boat traffic. 
 
GW added that the UoP have data processed from the Environment Agency website for the 
RanTrans project that they can share, they also have multi parameter probes at various 
locations across the Solent and nitrate sensors are to be deployed in the River Hamble and 
Langstone. The sensors are rented from NOC. JT said this information would also be useful 
for LIFE Remedies. 
 
GW said he will also have algal mat coverage data that can be used to identify sites where 
seagrass seedling smothering may occur. 
 
Riacardo Zane (RZ) said it is heartening to see collaboration and data sharing, he is very keen 
to work with others and on wider stakeholder engagement. JT added that it is important to 
use the Solent Forum for collaboration work. 

HIWWT Seagrass Opportunity 

 
Tim Ferrero (TF) reported that just over a year ago the Hants and Wight Wildlife Trust were 
approached by Boskalis Westminster regarding their corporate environmental work. As the 
conversation developed, it became evident that both organisations were interested in work 
on blue carbon and nature based solutions, so a research and development idea was 
formulated for Solent seagrass restoration. It will look at how this could work in practice in 
the Solent including site selection and developing the necessary practical skills to achieve it. 
Boskalis are very enthusiastic about piloting blue carbon work and are interested in future 
upscaling. The partnership funding has been agreed, so the project can commence. 
 
Comments/Questions 
HIWWT have records of seagrass locations around the Solent. Anecdotally they have 
evidence of lots more seagrass in the Solent, from historical data, Amy Marsden being the 
resident expert on this matter. 

https://www.projectseagrass.org/seagrass-ocean-rescue/


 

 
KA asked about the context of losses and potential future gains. TF replied it is hard to say 
due to lack of historical baseline data and practical difficulties in survey work, losses have 
occurred in the past due to bottom towed fishing but IFCA byelaws are now in place to 
address this issue. Boskalis, as an engineering company, have great kit and platforms which 
they have offered to share to improve data. JT agreed that mapping gaps is an issue that 
needs to be resolved. 
 
Solent Forum have a web directory on habitat restoration and will create a page on seagrass 
restoration to help share and collate information - Solent Forum - Solent Seagrass 
Restoration.  

Life on the Edge Project  

 
This presentation from Wez Smith at the RSPB was postponed until the next meeting. 

Oyster prisms in the Solent 

 
Ken Collins (KC) from the University of Southampton, working on the Marineff project, gave 
a presentation on the oyster prisms that have been deployed in Southampton Water. 
 
Presentation at: (solentems.org.uk). 
 
Questions/Comments 
Lauren James asked whether there is an opportunity for volunteer divers to monitor the 
prisms, KC replied not currently, but he is working on getting the necessary permissions. 
 
JT asked whether there is the possibility of getting more dense oyster reefs. KC replied that 
mass production of oyster prisms is not likely for commercial reasons and they also now 
cannot access European funding; in nature oysters form natural reefs but these are 
destroyed by bottom towed dredging. 
 
JT noted that we have had two presentations on oyster and seagrass restoration, we also 
need to look at collaborative restoration, and how can we progress multiple 
habitats/species restoration. KC agreed this was a good idea as reef structures could create 
sheltered areas for other habitats. We need a long term vision that requires partnership 
working such as the Solent Forum facilitates. RU added that seagrass needs light and oysters 
help by filtering and clarifying waters, we need to understand better the relationships 
between connectivity in restoration. There is also a cost issue, habitat restoration is 
expensive so we should look for joint initiatives and economies of scale. 
 
RZ said that at a recent Blue webinar looked at the topic of connecting habitat restoration 
work, taking a seascape approach which is a more holistic view. Stakeholder engagement 
can be a big cost and so can obtaining the necessary consents. 

http://www.solentforum.org/services/Member_Services/Habitat_Restoration/Solent_Seagrass_Restoration/
http://www.solentforum.org/services/Member_Services/Habitat_Restoration/Solent_Seagrass_Restoration/
http://solentems.org.uk/natural_environment_group/NEG_Meetings/MARINEFF_%20NORA2020.pdf


 

 

Finance 

 

KM presented paper 2 on finance, the final accounts will be published shortly.  She reported 
that there is a budget surplus of £7k, but we need to retain about £6k in reserve. A sum of 
£2k was allocated to the Chichester project on microplastics. The budget is sustainable in 
the long term. 

AOB  

 

Kate Ansell (KA) noted that the deadline for the SEMS Annual Survey is 30 April and 
reminded all Relevant Authorities to complete it. She added that the SEMS Covid snapshot 
survey report was nearly complete, it would be sent out to SEMS Relevant Authorities 
shortly. 

Date of Next Meeting 

 
The group will next meet on 17th NOVEMBER  2021. 
 
A vote took place on future meeting formats, the response was mixed and a hybrid model of 
one online meeting with more business content was favoured with one face to face meeting 
for networking and potential site visits. The autumn 2021 meeting will be face to face. 
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Appendix 2 

 
Facebook post From Sasha Chisholm (Brighton, Hove & Shoreham SUP group moderator). 
 
Hey SUPers, long post alert!! 
If, like me, the River Adur is one of your favourite local SUP locations then you may want to have a 
read and do what you can to help protect this fragile environment. We don’t know what we don’t 
know right!! 
I recently spent an afternoon on the Adur learning more about conservation and how to minimise our 
impact and protect our natural environment from the damage we often unknowingly cause or 
contribute to. 
Most of us only paddle on the Adur around high tide anyway which is great as this is when we are 
least likely to cause damage. 
However, the little triangular circuit running along from the A259 at Norfolk Bridge and then in front 
of the houseboats that is only accessible at high tide is a no go zone. 
 
    This area is a RSPB Nature Reserve and we have been asked to avoid it at all times. Even when 
paddling on the main river try to maintain distance, even if you can’t see any birds, they are there. 
    If a bird takes to the air, you are too close. Drop down to your knees to appear less of a threat and 
back off. 
 
Many of the birds found here are migratory and either fuelling up for a long flight or refueling and 
resting after a long flight. The last thing they want is to have to take flight again because of us. 
 
    Please don’t stomp on their dinner or interrupt them while they’re eating. 
 
As the tide starts to go out what I didn’t know is that it’s not ‘just mud’. The wild saltmarsh and 
mudflats of the Adur Estuary are important and rare habitats - in Sussex there’s only 400 hectares of 
Saltmarsh left, and 22 hectares is to be found in the Adur Estuary. The mudflats provide a habitat for 
wildlife, often microscopically small worms, snails and shellfish. A square meter of intertidal mud 
contains the equivalent in calories of 5 chocolate bars or ten portions of chips! This is why the 
mudflats are so important to birds as well as providing nursery sites for fish, invertebrates, 
amphibians and reptiles and being popular with Common seals (should not be approached or fed). 
Saltmarshes are also hugely important in offering protection from climate change as they store more 
carbon than tropical forests and can dampen down the waves caused by storms, so reducing flooding 
and coastal erosion. 
The Estuary is a designated SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) that stretches from the pedestrian 
bridge (Adur Ferry Bridge) in Shoreham up to Cuckoo Corner (in blue in photo). 
 
    Between these points we should only be using designated slipways and sites to access the river. We 
have been asked to not walk and/or drag equipment, across the mud/shingle banks. 
 
And while this focuses on Shoreham there is some general guidance here, I’m sure we can put into 
practice on all paddles. 
Please help spread the word. I believe signage is being developed for the RSPB Nature Reserve & SSSI 
but until then it would be fantastic if we can let others know how to help protect this beautiful 
location. 
Happy paddling & I hope to see you on the water soon. Sasha & Sausage x 
With thanks to Coastal West Sussex, Tony Benton from the Shoreham District Ornithological Society, 
Sussex Wildlife Trust, Dave from the Sussex Yacht Club for a really informative and educational 
afternoon. 


