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Ryde Sanderling

Sanderling and Ringed Plover  at Ryde

The Sanderling Recovery Project is an urgent 
intervention to protect, conserve and ultimately 
increase the diminished wintering Sanderling 
population on Ryde Sands SSSI, now restricted to a 
very few safe high tide roosts and widely impacted 
by intensifying patterns of local recreational 
disturbance.

Sanderling return to UK coasts every autumn and 
winter from their Arctic breeding grounds in 
Siberia and Greenland. Ryde Sands is a well-
established destination and an important 
component in the wider Solent population. 

But this traditional winter flock is now under great 
stress, its peak counts have dramatically declined, 
and there are real fears that it may be lost 
altogether. 
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The need for Sanderling 
Rescue

SSSI Condition

Declining populations

Increase in recreational 

disturbance

Long-term project ambition
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The need for Sanderling 
Rescue

Peak counts dropped by ~65% from historical highs – no counts above 120 after 2019
Low wintering counts becoming the norm  
Average count fallen by more than half over past 25 years
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The Isle of Wight LNRS

Local Nature Recovery Strategies are a product of the Environment Act 
2021 and provide a statutory spatial plan for wildlife at the level of local 
authority administration.

Public organisations across a wide spectrum all now fall under an 
Enhanced Duty to consider impacts on Biodiversity in their decision-
making and in their operations. The LNRS is there to assist in this 
obligation.

The IW LNRS has identified priorities, actions and priority species –
Sanderling recovery at Ryde being one
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The Isle of Wight LNRS
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Sanderling Recovery 
Project

1.Partnership 

2.Public engagement and education

3.Public access management

4.Monitoring and reporting

Funding from Natural England (CES) and Bird Aware Solent
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Sanderling 
Recovery 

Project: Delivery
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Sanderling Recovery 
Project: Thinking Ahead

1.Disturbance Destinations – Wider Solent 

2.Public engagement – Sanderling Stories

3.R&D – Supplementary Sites

4.Population Monitoring
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Thank you!
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